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Transition at AAESS – Surviving the Move to Secondary School 
 
Transition, no matter what way you look at it, means a change, something different going on.  This is especially true 
during the transition time from Primary to Secondary education.  Some pupils eagerly await the challenge and look 
forward to the buzz of moving from lesson to lesson, having different teachers and making new friends.  Others find this 
time stressful, worry about getting lost, being late, not knowing teacher’s names, new rules etc.   
 
At AAESS, we have a very effective and positive transition programme in place, which also starts long before the pupils 
first day in Secondary School.  The first stage of the transition is that Secondary teachers observe lessons in Primary.  
This helps Secondary teachers see where the pupils are coming from and how they are taught in Primary and how they 
can make the transition easier for pupils in Secondary lessons.  The next stage is that Primary teachers come and observe 
Secondary teaching to give them an idea of how much is expected from the pupils and to work this style of teaching in 
their lessons. Ms Doig and the Year 6 team work with Ms Hamer and Ms James to coordinate this process. 
 
Pupils are then invited to Secondary to spend the day having Secondary lessons.  They participate in assembly and have 
a timetable to follow with typical year 7 lessons. Following this, parents are invited to Secondary school for a meeting 
with Secondary staff to talk about how the Secondary school works and understand the expectations teachers have of 
both parents and pupils. 
 
New year 7 pupils spend the first morning in their form bonding with each other and their form tutors, going through 
expectations and answering any questions that they have.  Another opportunity is given to parents to meet all the 
teachers early in term 1 of year 7, this is not a formal parent-teacher meeting, it is intended to put names and faces 
together and for parents to get to know the teachers. 
 
I believe that the transition programme at AAESS is one of the most successful modules that pupils take part in.  They 
become more mature, confident and self-reliant in such a short time, they often think back and wonder what all the fuss 
was about, because they have sailed through transition with fly-colours. 
 
Ms. C. James, Head of Key Stage 3 

I liked the Spanish lesson.  Sarah  
  
I liked the Science lesson - we got top use the acids and alkalis! Joshua 
  
I liked that we could eat outside and for a long as we wanted.  Owen 
  
I liked that the play area is much bigger.  Holly 
  
The best thing was Science, we got to do experiments with equipment!  Mathew 
  
We had a LARGE play area.  Nareh 
  
The lunch and break times were long!  Ghazanfar 
  
We did poetry in English which I really enjoyed.  Sara 
  
We sat on benches in assembly.  Sara 
  
I liked using a map to find my way to the classes.  Charlotte 
  
I thought the teachers were really nice!  Naftali 
  
I liked the fact that the teachers treated you like adults.  Lee 
  
I liked that we had loads of freedom to walk to our own classes on our own.  Shoaib 
  
The break times are longer and we could spend more time with friends outside.  Ben 
  
I liked that we changed classes so we weren't in the same class all day.  Annie 
  
I liked that we had a different teacher for each lesson.  Madeline 
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Thank you from Friends of the School to everyone who has helped 
this academic year in all our fundraising and community efforts!  
This year we have been able to buy for the school the following 
items: a portable PA system and camcorders for primary and 
secondary, 500dhs to mp's for primary outside toys, banner and 
pull-ups with FOS  logo on them, Dubai Drummers workshop, 
nursery playground equipment.  
 
If you are interested in becoming a Parent Buddy please email 
Joni at ���������	
���
����  
A detailed job description is on the school website but basically it 
consists of forwarding emails from Friends of the School to your 
class parents. 
 
Keep checking the Community Notice Boards at school and the 
website for future events and news. 
 
Friends of Al Ain English Speaking School wish you all a 
wonderful Summer Holiday! 
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