
THE INTERNATIONAL 
BACCALAUREATE DIPLOMA 

 
The International Baccalaureate (IB) programme is a comprehensive and rigorous two year 
curriculum, leading to examinations, for students generally aged between sixteen and nineteen. 
Based on the curriculum of no single country, it is a deliberate compromise between the 
specialisation required in some national systems and the breadth preferred in others. 
 
The general objectives of the IB are to provide students with a balanced education, to facilitate 
geographic and cultural mobility, and to promote international understanding through a shared 
academic experience. In the thirty years since its founding, the IB Diploma has become a 
symbol of academic integrity and intellectual promise. The student who satisfies its demands 
demonstrates a strong commitment to learning, both in terms of the mastery of subject content 
and in the development of the skills and discipline necessary for success in a competitive world. 
This superb programme offers a rounded education for students aiming at university or college 
who do not want to limit themselves to three subjects in the sixth form. The Diploma is awarded 
on successful completion of the whole programme, with a points score based on results in each 
subject. It is accepted for admission to Universities in virtually every country in the world. Three 
subjects are taken at Higher Level and three at Standard Level. There is the opportunity to 
specialise if universities require but normally students choose one from each of the 
following six areas:  
 
Group 1 First Languages A1 
English, French, German and Spanish may be offered. Other options (such as 
Dutch and Korean) may be considered if numbers allow or can be self taught 
(SL only). 
 
Group 2 – Language A2, B or ab initio 
English A2, English B, Spanish B and French B and ab initio (SL only). 
 
Group 3 Individuals and Societies 
Business and Management, Geography, History and  
Information Technology in a Global Society. 
 
Group 4 Experimental Sciences 
Biology and Physics. (Chemistry offered in Group 6) 
 
Group 5 Mathematics 
There is a choice of one Higher Level and two Standard Level Mathematics courses – 
Mathematical Methods and Mathematical Studies. (In order of difficulty). 
 
Group 6 The Arts and Electives 
Music, Theatre Arts, Visual Arts, Chemistry, and Business and Management. 
 
Additional Components of the IB Programme 
 
In addition to the six subjects, all students follow a course in the Theory of Knowledge 
(TOK), engage in a substantial piece of research resulting in an Extended Essay and take 
part in an extracurricular programme entitled Creativity, Action and Service (CAS). This 
programme gives all students the opportunity to take part in a wide range of musical and 
artistic activities, sports and community service placements. 
 



Theory of Knowledge 
 
Theory of Knowledge (TOK) is taken by all International Baccalaureate students and 
gives educational coherence to the whole Diploma programme. One of the aims of the 
Theory of Knowledge course is to explore the basic ways in which we interpret the 
world, to examine those ways, to compare and contrast claims to knowledge in different 
subjects and so to consider the nature of knowledge itself. The course also aims to lead 
students to an awareness of and a reflection on personal and ideological biases regardless 
of whether, in the end, these views are retained, revised or rejected. 
 
The content of the Theory of Knowledge course is as follows: 

·   The role of language and thought in knowledge. 
·   The requirements of logical rigour for knowledge. 
·   Mathematics as a system of knowledge. 
·   Knowledge in the Natural Sciences. 
·   The problems of knowledge in the Social Sciences. 
·   History - can we really know the past? 
·   Moral judgements. 
·   Political judgements. 
·   Aesthetic judgements. 
·   Knowledge and truth. 

 
Extended Essay 
 
Diploma candidates are required to undertake a substantial piece of original research and 
write an extended essay of about 4,000 words. This project allows students to investigate 
subjects that are of special interest. It also helps them to develop skills that will be needed 
at university. 
 
Although students will have to work on their own they will by guided by a tutor who will 
ensure that the topic chosen is feasible, make suggestions for research and help the 
student meet the deadlines. The extended essay is externally marked. 
 
CAS: Creativity, Action and Service 
 
This is a requirement for the IB Diploma involving sport, outdoor pursuits (such as 
walking and climbing), music, the arts, volunteer and community work and extra 
curricular clubs. 
 
The CAS programme will offer students the opportunity to take part in a wide 
range of musical and artistic activities, sports, expeditions, and community service 
placements to complement their academic studies. 
 
Participation in the programme is a compulsory and integral part of the both the AAESS 
Diploma and the IB Diploma programme and students should view their CAS programme 
as the equivalent of a standard level subject. It requires a minimum 50hour 
commitment for each of the three categories (creativity, action and service) over the two year 
Diploma programme and students are required to keep detailed records of activities and write 
regular reflections. It is a distinctive element of IB Year programmes and very useful for 
university applications. 
 



The Grading System Of The International Baccalaureate  
 
The grading scheme in use for IB examinations is as follows: 
1. very poor 
2. poor 
3. mediocre 
4. satisfactory 
5. good 
6. very good 
7. excellent 

International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma and University Entrance 

IB Diploma points UCAS Tariff (UK)  
45 720 
40 611 
35 501 
30 392 
25 282 
24 260 



 
The IB Diploma Award 
 
The Diploma is awarded to candidates whose total score (including any bonus points for 
the Extended Essay and Theory of Knowledge course) reaches or exceeds 24 points and 
does not contain any of the following failing conditions: 

·  Higher Level subjects: a grade 2; a grade 3 not compensated by a grade 5 or above in 
another Higher Level subject 

·  Standard Level subjects: a grade 1; more than one grade 2 
·  Overall Result: more than three grades 3; more than one grade 3 if there is a grade 2 at 

Standard Level 
·  Failure to submit the Extended Essay and failure to complete the Theory of Knowledge. 
·  Candidates with only one of the above failing conditions, but with a total score of at least 

28 points, including any bonus points, will be awarded the Diploma. 
 
Certificates in individual subjects can be awarded when diploma requirements are not 
met and can also be sufficient for University entrance. 
 
Excluding conditions: 
 
The Diploma cannot be awarded, whatever the total score, to candidates who have 
received a grade "N" (no grade) in any element; who have received a grade 1 in any 
Higher level subject; or who have not met Theory of Knowledge, Extended Essay or 
Extracurricular CAS requirements. 
 
Bonus points: 
 
A maximum of 3 bonus points may be added to the total score awarded for the individual 
subjects based on performance in the Extended Essay and Theory of Knowledge. Bonus 
points will be awarded according to a candidate's combined performance in both areas. 
 



The International Baccalaureate Learner Profile 
 
The aim of all IB programmes is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing 
their common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more 
peaceful world. 
 
IB learners strive to be: 
 
Inquirers: They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to conduct 
inquiry and research and show independence in learning. They actively enjoy 
learning and this love of learning will be sustained throughout their lives. 
 
Knowledgeable: They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global significance. 
In so doing, they acquire in-depth knowledge and develop understanding 
across a broad and balanced range of disciplines. 
 
Thinkers: They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to 
recognize and approach complex problems, and make reasoned, ethical 
decisions. 
 
Communicators: They understand and express ideas and information confidently and creatively 
in more than one language and in a variety of modes of communication. They 
work effectively and willingly in collaboration with others. 
 
Principled: They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice and 
respect for the dignity of the individual, groups and communities. They take 
responsibility for their own actions and the consequences that accompany 
them. 
 
Open-minded: They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories, and 
are open to the perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals and 
communities. They are accustomed to seeking and evaluating a range of points 
of view, and are willing to grow from the experience. 
 
Caring: They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of 
others. They have a personal commitment to service, and act to make a positive 
difference to the lives of others and to the environment. 
 
Risk-takers: They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and 
forethought, and have the independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas 
and strategies. They are brave and articulate in defending their beliefs. 
 
Balanced: They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional balance 
to achieve personal well-being for themselves and others. 
 
Reflective: They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience. They 
are able to assess and understand their strengths and limitations in order to 
support their learning and personal development. 
 



 
 
The Al Ain English Speaking School Diploma 
 
The IB is an academically challenging course which will not suit all of our students. Entry to 
Sixth Form will continue to be based on a minimum of 5 pass grades in Year 11 of A* to C.  
 
For students whose needs are not met by the IB Diploma there is the opportunity to 
graduate from AAESS with the AAESS IB Certificate Diploma. Students who follow this course 
still have to meet rigorous standards but at a different level and with greater flexibility of 
course choice. The AAESS IB Certificate Diploma will still allow students to enter a number 
of universities and colleges but not as many as with the full IB Diploma. It gives students 
the opportunity to explore subjects at which they can succeed and continue through our Sixth 
Form. 
 
A student following the AAESS IB Certificate Diploma will study the same courses as IB 
Diploma students but they may be able to study fewer subjects (if they have enough 
credits) and not have to study subjects at higher level (depending on further education 
requirements). Please note that students following this course still have to still have to 
achieve a grade of 2 or better in IB subject reports for a credit toward the Diploma and 
meet all assessment requirements set by the IB for each subject taken. 
 
Graduation requirements for the AAESS IB Certificate Diploma: 
 
Students must earn a total of 24 credits in the 4 years upper Secondary school for an AAESS 
IB Certificate (School) Diploma. 
 
IGCSE     IB DIPLOMA  AAESS DIPLOMA 

CREDITED GRADES 
 
A* B   7/6      A 
C D   5/4      B 
E F   3/2      C 
G    1      D 
U    0      F 
 

·  A credit is awarded for a AAESS transcript grade C and above. 
·  Students must also have at least 90% attendance for each year (this will only be 

waived in exceptional circumstances) 
·  Students must complete about 150 Creativity, Action and Service (CAS) hours, 

balanced across the three areas, over the last two years of the AAESS IB Certificate 
Diploma course.  

·  All IB Certificate Diploma students are strongly encouraged 
to take part in the Duke of Edinburgh International Award in the IGCSE and IB years. 

·  IB Diploma students are considered to be doing the most rigorous course available. 


