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The original model chosen 
was that of a British system 
school and that policy has 
continued to the present. 
Children can be admitted in 
the Nursery class, when 
they have achieved the 
age of 3 years by 30 Au-
gust, and continue to take 
A-Level examinations at 
age 18.  
 

The curriculum is that of 
the National Curriculum of 
England. Pupils take SATS 
style tests at the end of 
Key Stage One (Year 2), 
and Key Stage Two (Year 
6).  
External GCSE and IGCSE 
exams are taken in Years 
10 and 11, and AS/A2-
Levels in Year 12 and 13. 
 

Al Ain English Speaking School was set up by seven local companies located in the city 
of Al Ain, Abu Dhabi in 1978. Our curriculum, teaching and learning, qualifications are 
based upon the English educational model including Arabic Language, Arabic Social 
Studies and Islamic Studies (for Muslim Children).  

Al Ain English Speaking School 

The school is licensed by 
the UAE Ministry of Educa-
tion and, according to its 
directive; a programme of 
Arabic Language, Arabic 
Social Studies and Islamic 
Studies (for Muslim chil-
dren) is conducted. 
 

Al Ain English Speaking 
School is a member of the 
Association of British 
Schools in the Middle East 
and the Incorporated Asso-
ciation of Preparatory 
Schools (UK). 
 

Also Al Ain English Speak-
ing School has in recent 
years developed its profes-
sional reputation within the 
UK by achieving official 
status. It is currently recog-
nised by the UK Govern-
ment's Department for Ed-
ucation (DfE 7036082) 
The basic curriculum is that 
of the National Curriculum 
of England. 

Children may also be pre-
pared for Common En-
trance Exams, which are 
the normal means of entry 
into independent Second-
ary Schools in UK and 
elsewhere. It is a priority of 
the school that the stu-
dents are prepared for, 
and can transfer to, Brit-
ish, American and Interna-
tional Universities. In 
keeping with the philoso-
phy of good modern prac-
tice, the curriculum of the 
school is broad, and ap-
propriate to the multina-
tional and multicultural 
nature of the pupils. Mu-
sic, Physical Education, 
Creative Arts occupy se-
cure places in the pro-
gramme as well as the 
more academic subjects. 
The school is committed to 
offering appropriate cours-
es at all levels in Infor-
mation and Communica-
tion Technology. 

A Programme of continual improvement is in 
place supported by our recent partnership with 
the Specialist Schools and Academies Trust. 



Students who have achieved Grade C 
or above in a minimum of 5 subjects 
(including English and Mathematics) 
may elect to progress to courses in 
years 12 and 13 at AAESS that will pre-
pare them for higher education. It is de-
sirable to have achieved grades B up-
wards as a good foundation for A level 
study. 
 

Advanced level study (A level) in the 6
th
 

Form normally takes two years. In the 
first year students will select four AS 
level subjects which are examined and 
certificated at the end of the first year. 
Students can then continue their studies 
in these subjects but narrowing the 
choice to three subjects, A2’s which are 
then examined again at the end of Year 
13 and combine with the AS to form a 
complete A level.  University entry in the 
UK requires a minimum of 2 A levels, 
normally 3 A levels or 2 A levels and 2 
further subjects at AS level. 
Entry into university programmes is 
competitive, and more demanding 
courses and more prestigious universi-
ties will require higher levels of passes 
at A level. Other interests are additional-
ly desirable for many universities; for 
example, music, community work, Duke 
of Edinburgh etc. 

The British Education System 

Compulsory education in England, 
Wales and Northern Ireland currently 
lasts eleven years, from the age of 5 to 
the age of 16 (Scotland has its own, 
independent education system). Com-
pulsory education will conclude at the 
end of Year 13 as from 2013. 
 

The requirements of compulsory edu-
cation are set out in the National Cur-
riculum, which outlines learning that is 
designed to equip the student with the 
knowledge and skills to make good 
decisions in his/her personal life and to 
lead a life as a productive citizen. 
 

The core (compulsory) subjects of the 
National Curriculum are English, Math-
ematics, Science, Information and 
Communication Technology (ICT) and 
Physical Education. Achievement is 
measured at the end of Year 11 by 
public GCSE (General Certificate of 
Secondary Education) exams. 
  
Qualifications (recognition of achieve-
ment at GCSE) are awarded according 
to performance in public examinations. 
School qualifications are awarded by 
examining bodies (such as Cambridge 
International Examinations, AQA and 
Edexcel), and not by the school.  The-
se qualifications are recognised 
throughout the world. Coursework and 
internal school examinations are used 
only to evaluate the student’s progress. 
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Progression 

Children progress in the British system in years, starting from Nursery/Reception, 
and then Year 1 though to Year 13; these year groups are  arranged into 'key 
stages'. 

Curriculum Stage School Year Children’s 
Age 

Building 

Foundation (Early Years) Nursery & Reception 3-5 Foundation 

Key Stage One Years 1-2 5-7 Key Stage One 

Key Stage Two Year 3-6 7-11 L shaped  & Main 
Building 

Key Stage Three Years 7-9 11-14 Secondary Building 

Key Stage Four Years 10-11 14-16 Secondary Building 

Post 16 (A levels) Years 12-13 16-18 Secondary Building 

Which year group should my child be in? 
 

The British System works on September 1st as the key entry date for each 
school year. It is the age of a child on this date that determines the year 
group to which they belong. 
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The Foundation 
Stage – Early 
Years 

This stage covers children from age 3 to 5 

Key Stages 1 & 2 
These stages are based within the Primary School at 
AAESS 

Key Stages 3 & 4 
These stages represent the Secondary School phase 
of a student's education.   

Key Stage 5 
These years are the A Level years - in the UK, students 
in these year groups are historically referred to as be-
ing in 'The Sixth Form'. 



The Early Years Foundation Stage includes our Nursery and Reception classes and 
is the period of education from 3 to 5 years old. At Al Ain English Speaking School, 
we understand that the early years of a child’s life are crucial to their development 
and their perception of school. The Foundation Stage teachers, along with their 
learning support assistants, aim to make each child’s introduction to school a posi-
tive, stimulating and exciting experience. We understand the importance of seeing 
each child as an individual and allowing them to grow and develop in different ways 
and at different rates. We value independence and see each child as an active par-
ticipant in their learning. We provide them with opportunities to explore and under-
stand the world around them and help extend on their learning.  
 
The Foundation Stage curriculum comprises of six areas of learning: 

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED) 

 Communication, Language and Literacy (CLL) 

 Problem Solving, Reasoning and Numeracy  (PSRN) 

 Knowledge and Understanding of the World (KUW) 

 Physical development (PD) 

 Creative development (CD) 
 

The children in Foundation Stage have the opportunity to attend specialist subjects 
within their school week with specialist teachers for ICT, Music, PE and Arabic. 
We know that children learn to be strong and independent from a base of a loving 
and secure relationship with their parents. Parents are every child’s first teacher 
and to ensure that they get the best from school it is important to have parents’ sup-
port and participation in their child’s learning. We use our weekly ‘Parents and 
Teachers Home Support’ (PATHS) letters as a way to keep you up to date with our 
focuses in class and provide you with ideas to support your child’s learning at 
home. 

Early Years Foundation Stage 
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This Key Stage of four parallel classes of Year 1 and year 2. It is our aim to ensure 
that all children feel secure and content in their classroom environment. We are 
committed to delivering a curriculum that is stimulating and creative. Our staff, both 
teachers and support staff are constantly adapting and improving the curriculum to 
allow each individual pupil to develop into confident happy life-long learner.  

 
We are continuously implementing new initiatives to allow the children the oppor-
tunity to build on existing skills. As in the rest of the school, curriculum develop-
ment is on going in order to provide the very best opportunities for the children with 
their unique and varying learning styles and needs. 
 
The staff in Key Stage One are excellent 
classroom practitioners and are committed 
to achieving the best for every child. We are 
aware of the importance of parents as part-
ners and strive to ensure every parent feels 
part of their child's learning experience. We 
at AAESS understand that together both 
teachers and parents can guarantee that 
each child reaches their full potential. 
 

Key Stage One 
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This Key Stage consists of four parallel classes in 
Year 3, 4, 5 and 6.  As in the rest of the school, the 
English National Curriculum forms the core of our 
curriculum but is enriched by variations appropriate 
to our location and students. We also provide Ara-
bic classes for all students and Islamic studies for 
Muslim students. 
 
In addition to daily lessons based on the British 
National Curriculum, we have interspersed many 
additional creative and imaginative themed days. 
Numerous trips are arranged each year in order to 
support the curriculum as well as many hands on 

activities which enable children to learn through their multiple-intelligences of kin-
esthetic, visual and auditory learning. 
 
In KS2, the curriculum consists of lessons in English, Math's, Science, ICT, History, 
Geography, Art, SEAL, ESD, Music, PSHCE, Arabic, PE and Islamic studies for 
Muslim students.  The children also have  sessions in the Library in which they are 
able to listen to stories, conduct research and choose books to read at home. 
 
In order to enrich the curriculum, the students in KS2, also have extra curriculum 
activities once a week. These are after school on a Wednesday.  The children se-
lect an activity for the term; there are various options and the choices are driven by 
the student’s preferences. Current examples include, cricket, art, football, drama, 
fashion club, jewelry making and design technology. 
 
The Year six children participate in the Standard Achievement Tasks (SAT’s). The-
se are delivered in exactly the same way as the UK but marked internally.  At 
AAESS all children are supported and encouraged to understand the skills being 
taught and to be able to explain their learning.. 
Many practical activities are included in all curriculum areas in order that the chil-
dren have the opportunity to link skills taught in all subject areas into their daily ac-
tivities.  

Key Stage 2 
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Key Stage Three 

By Year 7 the transition to a fully timetabled 
curriculum taught by specialists has been 
completed, although the range of subjects 
covered remains constant, enabling students 
to build on their experience in the previous 
Key Stages.  
 
In Year 7 students are asked to undertake 
the study of an additional Modern Foreign 
Language so they can explore their linguistic 
capabilities to a fuller extent. They will then 
be able to make an informed choice as to 
whether they are going to be a one or two 
foreign languages student at KS4 and be-
yond. Year 7, 8 & 9 students have a choice 
of French, Arabic and  Spanish. One other 
development is in Science, which is separat-
ed into the three parent disciplines of Biolo-
gy, Chemistry and Physics from Year 7 on-
wards. 
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Key Stage 4 

All students entering Year 10 at AAESS will 
study for GCSEs in mathematics, English lan-
guage, English literature and a science. In addi-
tion they must make five further subjects choic-
es from a range of options we offer. 
 
A broad and balanced curriculum 
The compulsory core of English, math's, sci-
ence and at least one modern foreign language 
is designed to ensure that all GCSE students at 
the Alice Smith School follow a broad and bal-
anced curriculum in Years 10 and 11. We would 
advise that students look to maintain breadth, 
by choosing a wide variety of subjects when 
making the final four selections. There are how-
ever no further restrictions in choice at this 
stage and students should make their selection 
based on their interests, ability and, if they al-
ready have a clear career plan, their future 
study and career. 

AAESS 



Post 16 

The Sixth Form at AAESS  is a very 
special place indeed. It is an honour to 
welcome students into what will be one 
of the most challenging, and rewarding, 
eras of student life. The Sixth Form at 
AAESS has recently undergone a huge 
transition to commensurate with the 
changes in the real world, to present 
our students with an educational provi-
sion that will prepare them fully for their 
own individual futures. 
 

6th Form students follow AS / A level 
courses which qualify them for en-
trance to universities throughout the 
world. The transfer of students from 
AAESS to the UK and other countries 
is straightforward, and is supported by 
our Universities and Careers Guidance 
Counsellor. 
 

6th Form students have a large number 
of options available to them, depending 
upon their (I)GCSE grades. Studying at 
A level is academically demanding and 
acceptance on a particular course will 
be subject to a student having 
achieved at least five (I)GCSEs, includ-
ing English Language and mathemat-
ics, at grade C or better and a minimum 
grade B in the option subjects. Teacher 
recommendations will also be taken 
into account when deciding whether or 
not a student is accepted onto a partic-
ular course. 
 

All subjects at AS / A level are now 
modular. Advice on the choice of 
course and subjects is available from 
the Head of 6th Form. 
 
 

The dedicated Sixth Form Centre is a 
dynamic workplace, uniting different 
learning environments to provide our 
students with the variety of study areas 
that they may need. Collaborative 
learning is encouraged in a collegiate 
atmosphere of team work between staff 
and students. There are areas for inde-
pendent learning and group work, for 
relaxing and for reflection, all backed 
by underlying principles suitable for 
young adults of today. 

AAESS 



AAESS embraces the notion that ‘schooling’ encompasses 
more than the learning that takes place in classrooms. 
 

We believe in a balanced education that provides students 
with many and varied opportunities to develop new skills and 
experiences beyond what they may take away from the aca-
demic programme and to make significant contributions to the 
community beyond the campus of AAESS. Our programmes 
with the Student Council in both schools form a signifi-
cant component of our commitment to international-
ism. The school annually celebrate this through a 
whole school event celebrating UAE National  Day 
and International day. 
We also understand that to achieve this excellence in 
a balanced education, we need the support of many. 
We value the contributions of the After School Activi-
ties Programme, Field trips 
and Parent Teach-
er held events and 
the Duke of Edin-
burgh awards to 
the richness of our 
school community. 

School Life 
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Music & Drama 

Every year two major dramatic productions take 
place in our new hall; there is a Junior Musical at 
Halloween & Christmas, a Senior Musical in the 
New-year, a Senior Play at Easter and a Junior 
Play in the last term. 
Hundreds of students take part. They don’t have to 
act or sing. Many students become involved in 
stage-management, lighting, sound, props and set-
building. 
There is also a school orchestra which plays at the 

musicals and other events. We have a number of 

peripatetic music tutors who give individual musical 

instrument and singing lessons throughout the 

school. 

AAESS 



Clubs & Tours 

We often say at AAESS if you want to go home at 
2.50pm each day, then this is not the place for you! 
 

As well as the music, sport and drama, there are 
other extracurricular activities for students to enjoy. 
 

We have dedicated teachers that arrange stimulat-
ing excursions locally and internationally; ranging 
from local visits to the Al Ain Wildlife Park, activity 
trips such as eco-adventure or the latest attractions 
or visiting productions in Dubai and Abu Dhabi.  
 

At AAESS students also have been given the 
opportunity to visit France and an annual Ski 
trip. 
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Sport 

AAESS aims to develop the whole 
person. We hope that our pupils strive 
for excellence on the sports field as 
well as in the classroom. 
In fact there is a wide range of sports 
to choose from: cricket, athletics, 
swimming, life-saving, tennis, badmin-
ton, basketball, soccer, table tennis 
and golf. 
We encourage everyone to play at 

least one sport - some try two or three 

or more. Physical Education (with 

swimming) is part of the ordinary 

school curriculum. 
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Facilities 

AAESS is situated near the centre of Al Ain our facilities 
include  
 

 Sports Centre 

 Grass field 

 2 swimming pool's (one 25 metres) 

 A large gymnasium 

 New basketball court 

 Indoor Running track 

 New drama and art studios 

 Two playground areas for the Primary School 

 Multi-purpose hall (opened in January 2010) 

 A medium sized library 

 Sixth Form common room 

 3 separate buildings for the Primary School 

 4 Science laboratories 

 3 ICT Labs 

 A basketball court 

 A small mosque for Muslim students with segregated 
areas for boys and girls 

 A fenced playground for KS2. 

 Shaded areas provided in all parts of the school, to 
eat lunch 

 Canteen Facilities 

AAESS 



The education of our children is a part-
nership between Home and School. 
Parental involvement is actively en-
couraged both at home, and school. 
We recognise that our parents have 
particular skills and talents that can 
support the school’s aim of providing 
quality teaching and learning. There 
are always occasions when additional 
adult support is useful. If you have a 
few hours to spare on a regular basis 
we would be happy to utilise your help. 
To aid in the smooth running of events 
we often ask for parental help and such 
volunteers have made a significant 
contribution to the success of our 
school’s activities. 
We also great appreciate the parental 
support we receive in helping your chil-
dren find appropriate items, clothing or 
artefacts for our various special events 
throughout the year. 

The Parents Association - Friends of Al 
Ain English Speaking School (FoS) aims 
to work alongside the Al Ain English 
Speaking School staff to complement 
and enrich students’ experience. We 
intend to do this by organising and sup-
porting social, community, and fund-
raising events (for the School as well as 
for charity) both within the School and 
the larger community, as well as provid-
ing opportunities for parents to partici-
pate in and contribute to school life. 
Objectives 
1.   To welcome newcomers to the 
School and the Al Ain community 
2.   To establish a network of contact 
parents for each year group/class, 
whereby students and parents can have 
a localised class contact and get togeth-
er for different events and activities out-
side school 
3.   To organise social and fundraising 
activities/events for the School as well 
as charity (NB. Any monies raised to be 
spent at the discretion of the FoS – with 
input from parents and the AAESS 
Staff). 
Meetings are held monthly in the school 

library, dates and timings are advertised 

in the newsletter prior to the meetings 

and everyone is most welcome 

Involvement of parents 
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Al Ain 
United Arab Emirates 

Al Ain (Arabic: العين‎‎ , al- aʿyn, literally The Spring), also known as the Garden City 
due to its greenery, is the second largest city in the Abu Dhabi Emirate and the 
fourth largest city in the United Arab Emirates. With a population of 374,000[1] 
(2009), it is located approximately 160 km east of the capital Abu Dhabi and about 
120 km south of Dubai. Al Ain is the birthplace of Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Na-
hyan, the first president of the United Arab Emirates, and it has the country's high-
est number of Emirati nationals 

Al Ain is an oasis of calm and tranquillity, 
nestled between the rugged Hajar mountains 
and the mighty Arabian desert, offering the 
perfect opportunity to escape the stress of 
modern Arabia and to immerse oneself into a 
peaceful  
experience of local tradition and culture. For 
those who don't want to be too far away from 
the west, the city offers many modern ameni-
ties and both Dubai and Abu Dhabi are only 
1.5 hours away for a day on the beach or in 
the malls. 
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Useful information 

Principal: Mr Adrian Raymond May 
 

Application Procedure 
Application Forms can be obtained from AAESS by contacting the registrar 

at school@aaess.sch.ae 

or Tel: +971 3 7678636 

Fax:    +971 3 7671973 
or on the web at  
www.aaess.com 

AAESS 

 School Timings  

 Primary School Senior School  

Start 07: 45am 02:30pm  

Finish 07:50am 02:50pm  
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